
Bishop hears 
flock anger 
and anguish 
over abuse 
Victims attend 'town 
meeting' here to tell church 
leader of their concerns 
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Laura Wene blelt on the bend\ in 
Roly Spirit Catholic CbW'Ch here, pray­
ing 113 she heard boffol' SWl"ieS o( al· 
leged l!CZIW abuse by priem. 

The a_ng111Jbcd aoa angry words 
came dllf11111 a three-hour sessloo Mol)­
day nig)rt, one of six "lown meetinp" 
ttirou,:6out the Diocese of B1nniNOlam 
wted· by Bilbop David Foley. Their 
purpoae to allow victims and ocher 
� C.ltbolial to voice lheiT opin-
1- ori the sezual abll'!lll � that 
has amt riptides throqgb lbe 2,000-
yeBMkl cfwrch du� recent monlbL 

Weoc, a 36-yeaN>ld 3al0Clnl3111, Is a 
member a� St. Jobi Che Bapeia Catbo>­
lic Owrch in Madi&oa. Sbe WU � 
amnl people who came to voice their 
111111pari far churcll leaden. BIii the
� Sbe abo re1t tmpalby far I.be vic­
tim3, wl10 stiared t.beir pa.in a, Foley 
llmt,ed illlelllly before a cr0ltd of 
about 200 people. 

"I was prayq I.be rosary for-
_

the 
v\cttms," said Wene. Vlbo bas em.er-
1.ained lbDugJl.ts Ill becomlng a nun. 
Wene s;ild l5er sl/!Wr wu a victim or
sexual abll!le, "so I koow the burt they 
are experleoolng. There Is a I« ol 
anger1 and more Catholics should have 
beet! nerc. 

•we are a f«IMNI dlurch and we 
lud to have f111.1.h in our bieran:hy," 
lllle said. 

Many othen came rlOt to l)('alse. b\lt 
to crit:i.dzie t.be bishop over I.be dwn:11'1 
handling ol alJu.qe -

At the !II.art. Foley asked for forgive­
ness and took respooslblll�y for oot 
responding mo.-e lo lho&e who COlllend 
lhey've been vktuni.ffll by priests d� 
ing bis tenure. 

"We're in sllCb a crisis mS scandal 
. . . and I.be problem. my brothen aDII 
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d9t.el'$, Is that l am part of I.be IIClll>­
dal." he said. "As a llilllOp I ba\'e to 
come befon! ycu and tint Bak ror for> 
gi�· 

•Do 11.0t spare me �t, - Foley 
said. ·r nea1 to IIBlr )'Ollr �- your 
fnmaUOII and -yw COMl$iorl.-

The first to addNm Foley - Robert 

W. Willard - c.unc from Jmmbaro, 
Art., -.where be Uves '1111b bis wl/e, 
Diane. Al� his story was mo:re 
than fOCll' deades old, he read his � 
plim of four yean of ablJ!III! bY a 
pries, the Rev. C.barles V. Cross, al the 
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Church or \be Blessed Sacra­
ment in Birmingham. Cross lat· 
er 5"rved at St. Ann's Church in 
Decatur. 

IL was the same story Wilford 
told at Birmingham's St. Paul 
Church's public ses.sion May 25: 
He said he'd attempted to get 
church officials to remove 
Cross lrom the priesthood in 
1993, but was ollered a mone­
tary settlement to drop the re­
quest since the statute ol limila• 
lions had expired. He refused 
and continued fighting. 

Cross has denied molesting 
anyone, callinj: Wilford's allcga• 
lions "disgusting" and motival· 
ed by money. 

Wilford first went to the Bi.r­
mingham diocese with his 
claims nearly njnc years ago. 
He sued the priest in 1995 seek· 
ing $2 miWon, but the case was 
thrown out becau5" of the age 
of his claims. 
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gations involving sexual abuse 
by priests. 

Foley announced last month 
that Cross, 68, had been 
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Wilford said, reading from a 
prepared statement, "I had 
been raped three limes - by 
Groos, my church leaders in 
1993 and 1994 who did not re­
spond to my story when I lirst 
came forward, and now my 
church leaders with their bet· 
notl5 actiom. 1• 

Tbe da,Y alter 1be meeilllR ,1 
Sl Paul's Cllureh, th� bi>itop 
mrt with WiUord fM more tb.>11 
on hour Wiifonl sa.id Foley 
•Pologized for ool responding to 
h!m, hui h:>d boleo advised not 

"I had been raped 
three times - by 
(the Rev. Charles) 
Cross, my church 
leaders in 1993 
and 1994 who did 
not respond to my 
story." 
�Obert W. WllforrJ, rt,ulfngfrom n 
prepared statement 

to by the church's attorney. 
"I think it's important for you 

lo hear from my lips what it 
means to be raped physically, 
psychologically, emotionally 
and spiritually," he told Foley 
a, his wile aobbecl te,,r, from 
her eyc,s, "You Cilll oever make 
it up to me. It Is ,onwitlliQa I 
wUl bave to live w,11, the resfof 
my lite." 

Wilford said aame se•ual ltl· 
counter, he was forced lo na,e 

with Cross occurred in the rec­
tory at Sl Ann's Church. 

Arter the sessioh, Wilford said 
that despite the abuse and be­
trayal, he has remaioed a Calh4 

olic. Bui he believes Catholics 

���t�t,f 
putting priests "on 

"The infaUibl.lity doctrine of 
the dturcb is hogwash,• he said 
"It's supposed to be based on 
faith and morals, but sexual 
molestation has gone on for 
years. It is run by fallible men." 

Since IYiliord's story was lirst 
published, he said, three people, 
in<:luding two former class­
mates, have contacted him 
about being abused by � 

Eddie Schaf! of Decatur, who 
said he was a vidim of priest 
sexual abuse in the early 1990s, 
contended bishops were simply 
moving lhe abusers from one 
parish lo another. 

"The cW"rent sex scandal in
the Catholic Church in the U.S. 
is fundamentally about the rape 
or teen-age boys by homosexual 
priests," said Schall. "The bish­
ops have facilitated it by know­
ingly reassigning these mon­
stcrs Crom parish to parish." 

&haft said the priests and 
bishops have bad "complete dis­
regard for God, for mankind -
God's pimacle or creation -
and especially the lack of any 
reg a rd for the precious, inno­
ccnl chi.ldrcn. That is the hellish 
reality we face.'' 

He said the priest "caused 
much pain for me and my fami­
ly." He expressed even more 
anger toward Foley, who intent· 
ly listelll'Jl as &halt accused 
bim o{ "�rially reassigning this 
man from par� to !)llrilh .... • 

Seit" !I then lold Foley he 
would "pray that Goel will give 
you lbe gra.."' and compa3.1ion 
for pnclkin3 Catholics who 
ha� b<,t'O ,•i<limiml by evil 
priest&. '/' 
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With that he quickly exited 
the building as others were lin­
ing up lo address the bishop. 

Some, such as representatives 
from the Children's National 
Advocacy Center and lhe Crisis 
Center ol North Alabama, came 
to oller their services in helping 
the church implement a plan 
for preventing child abuse by 
priests. 

Dr. Frankie Preston, a psy­
chologist who leads a sexual of· 
fender course in Huntsville, ad­
dressed the bishop about a 
proposed code or conduct for 
priests that the nation's bishops 
will discuss this month in Dal· 
las. He had 5"vcral concem, 
about the wording of the pro­
posal and believes the new ver­
sion "will engineer more cleri-
cal abuse." 

Preston used as an example 
what he said is the proposed 
code's instruction that an acM 
cused priest be allowed lo hold 
a private, but not pubUc, Mass. 
Preston said thal would only en­
courage a predator priest. 

Speakers Monday night 
placed much of the blame Cor 
the scanda.l on the church hier­
archy. 

Lynne Hartman of Huntsville 
said she thinks the Vatican "is 
oot getting it" when it comes lo 
the 5"riousness or the problem. 

HJ don't see much moral au­
th0Iity in the hierarchy," sa.id 
Hartman. ''I don't see loo many 
of the hierarchy being account- 1 
able. They need to acknowledge 
the laily. The pain (from sexual 
abuse) is unimaginable. l'here is 
lifelong spiritual and emotional 
abuse, :u-,d. tho "ictirus need to  
be compensoled by  tbe church.• 

L.•1'11' rutd Gerry Ridu1rd nr 
Huntsvllle \\tte there primori I y 
to listen. 

"I Wl!S surprl«.od al some of 
the l'\lde,_ and h.alred for the 
hierardiy," said I.any lli1'h,ml 
"I don't know lhal il was rigbl 
to do that."' 

ms w'lte, bowc,.,.,. "1id ,he 
Cell COffl(l<ll!lioo ro,- iiie victims 
and believe• the O\'Clll "WiU 
mak& us 111.ronger. We wrtl be 
unJted and then, will be • rle,i1-
i11g by the lloty Spirit:· 

Monsignor Michael Sexton, 
pa.,w, o( S\, John Church in 
l,wlfoon, a,ot,d •• the fa<:ilila· 
tor. 

In his �ng remarks, he 
callld the nationwide mush­
rooming of suual-obw;e �ltga. 
llom a "•ery wt, sad, dl•r� 
in the cllurdl" In adcliuoo lo the 
,.,ay il has been "ModlC<I or 
mishandled." He asked UJe audl· 

��IIl�:;,,:11re'tf J:1
can ,. •• do collecU•·elY or Jodi· 
vlduatl,y to prevent it lrom h:IJ>­
pe,,l"' and to n,actt oot. to the 
victims and help them? 

"I tho\llhl w,:, bad a very 
good session," he �Id lollowing 
ihe event. "There are a Joi ol 
hurting people out there, ond 
we j·...i ooed to be SIJPl)Ortive. 
We ust - to learn OH! value 
of li!t..,lng to peoplt. It'• the 
beginning ol change." 


